
September 7, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:

My name is Khushnam Joshi and I was Mr. Weber’s SL French student during the IB. I have had over four 
French teachers in the past, however none of them have been as memorable or helpful as Mr. Weber. During 
my two years with him, French class was always an exciting and productive part of my day. 

The first thing I noticed about Jacque’s class was that it was an extremely friendly environment. Students 
were always free to speak their mind or ask a question—as long as it was in French!  He made an effort to 
personally get to know every student in our class. This made all of us feel comfortable and encouraged us to 
participate in class. Even the quiet students eventually became comfortable to speak because Jacques would 
always show how much he appreciated their opinions when they spoke.  

It was also evident that he was extremely passionate about languages. Sometimes, he couldn’t help but teach 
us interesting things about French—or even other languages, like Hindi, that were not included in our 
syllabus, but always added more to the class. Jacques came to Bombay speaking better Hindi than most of 
the Indian students in our class! It made me slightly jealous, but I admire him for it.  

Although Jacques was never really strict, he made sure that we worked hard in and out of class. He had a 
wide range of teaching techniques that helped us learn in our own ways. Some of these include, debates, 
class discussions, blogs, essays, French movies, and even movies that we had to make ourselves. This gave 
all of us an opportunity to show our strengths in class. Although many teachers are expected to do this, very 
few can do it in a way that actually motivates students to explore their strengths and weaknesses, instead of 
simply creating different assignments for the sake of diversity and making it a strenuous and boring work 
experience for most students. 

I, for one, loved class discussions and debates where Jacques would chose interesting and controversial 
topics and I got a chance to share my bizarre opinions. I also learned the most vocabulary from his method 
than any other teacher. I hate memorizing boring lists of unknown words, but Jacques would give us texts 
where the new vocabulary was incorporated with familiar words. Reading it was more interesting and 
memorizing it came naturally. These little differences between Jacques and any other teacher made learning 
with him so much better. He really seemed to relate to the student’s perspective.     

My personal experience with Mr. Weber has been one that I will never forget. In addition to being a 
wonderful French teacher, he also taught his students about things he learned from his own experiences. 
From college preparations to theater plays to a course he would jokingly teach us called ‘Life 101’. I even 
enjoyed coming to school on weekends before the exam when Jacques was the only teacher who went out of 
his way to help the students by making extra help sessions.

Since I love French and am extremely keen on becoming fluent in the language, my interest in the class 
could have seemed more than the average, however I soon realised that all the students, including those who 
did not like the language, definitely enjoyed and learned from Jacques’ class.  

Luckily, Mr. Weber seemed to enjoy teaching as much as we seemed to enjoy learning from him. One late 
evening after school, I bumped into him wondering what he was still doing in school. He told me he just had 
some work to do. I found out he had his own company. Shocked from the news, I asked him why he was a 
teacher when he had a whole company to run. “Who wants to be a boring businessman when I’ve got the 
best job ever?! Being a teacher is so much fun!” was Jacques’ reply. 

Sincerely,

Khushnam Joshi


